
Kaufman was able 

and narrajives-m 

pertred. Wiirai scientists were quick& translate evo- 
lution into sociat terms. No# &nly was clature itseif 
being con;t?ntl) !,nproved by natl,ral sc!eciir,r. %e’y 
a!gued, but SO were nations and governmenis Just as 
‘&clut~o:! in.nature was irievitable, so no force could 
Nithstand evolution !x~ard higher !ormT I- sc7ciety 

Tne Monists program had no racial ovettone:: Til?y 
regardcd.Gcrman Jew& as Germans, comp:i:riotc, 1’) !he 
global tnteilectual competition. Through their support 

for internati~snalIsrn and pacifism, they had strong ties 
to the Gerrnarl political Left. 

EM through their advocacy of eugenics and eutha- 
nasia, they conferred respectabitity on two key ideas 
of the German Right-partlcularfy among the book- 
iuading, middle-class public from whom the Nazis 
derived so much electoral support. 

The Monists. according to Holt, provide us with a 
cautionary object-lesson “in simplisttcally appiy’ng 
science as a p.oultice for human IIIs, without consider- 
.it?g . the unscientific nature of human reactions in 
society and politics.” The tale hits close lo home: 
Germany may have been ?he firs! nation to cloak bar- 
barism in scientific terms, but it assuredly was not the 
last. n 


